   
BETCHWORTH PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES of the MEETING of the BETCHWORTH PARISH COUNCIL held on MONDAY 13th July 2026, commencing at 8pm in The Hamilton Room, Betchworth


	Councillors (Cllrs) present:
Cllr Ed Winter (EW) Chairman
Cllr Ian Wilson (IW)
Cllr Martin Higgins (MH)

	 

	Attending:
District Cllr Budd (SB)
District Cllr Keay (PK)

Apologies:
Cllr Alice Laidler Vice Chair
Cllr Govinda Prashar 
Cllr Robert Ashdown 
District Cllr Potter 
County Cllr Dineke Vandenbogerd 



 In attendance: Katie Leak (KL) Julie Vear (JV) Clerk & RFO Clerk       MOP: 1

	Minute #
	Agenda item
	Who
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	1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Council resolved to accept apologies of absence from Parish Cllrs Laidler, Ashdown, Prashar, County Cllr Vandenbogerd and District Cllr Potter.
The chair welcomed MOP to the meeting who had expressed an interest in becoming more involved with the Tranquil Woods project.
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	2. Co-OPTION OF A NEW COUNCILLOR
Council resolved to accept Caroline Gavigan as a Betchworth Parish Councillor.
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	3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.
There were no declarations of interest 
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	4. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
Council resolved to approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 8th June 2026 and the minutes were signed.
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	5. OPEN FORUM
There were no items raised in open forum
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	6. COMMUNITY POLICE REPORT 
The Council resolved to accept the Police Report. The Clerk took an action to invite the local Police Sargeant to the AGM meeting.
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	7. TRANSPORT, HIGHWAYS, FLOODING AND FOOTPATHS

Highways:
Cllr Winter provided an update following feedback from County Cllr Clack that Surrey Highways are restricted to progressing current projects only. From April 2027 the East Surrey County Cllr will be able to progress new projects. Cllr Winter took an action to chase up the Highways team for road safety options on The Street which can then be put to Parishioner consultation.

Footpaths:
Cllr Wilson shared that the signpost on UE002/71 footpath UE002/458/10 was broken. Clerk took an action to report it to Surrey Countryside Access.  

Gatwick & Heathrow:
Cllr Winter provided an update that the GACC legal challenge against Gatwick Airport second runway plans were ruled lawful and the GACC team have requested permission to appeal the judgement.

Flooding:
Clerk provided an update that contact has been made with Surrey Highways to request the installation of a depth marker and signs.

Clerk provided an update that C.Gavigan is researching which camera to buy and Cllr Higgins is providing advice on planning requirements for installing the camera. The camera to feed into the Riverwatch team, Floodmapper and others as agreed, to provide realtime information of flooding at the bridge on The Street. 

District Cllr Budd provided an update that Brockham BERT team recently had a discussion with Surrey County Council regarding shallow flooding on fields to assist with flooding attenuation using strategic CIL funding. 
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	8. PLANNING
Ratification of Planning Observations made since last meeting (0): 
There were no applications to ratify since last meeting.

Applications (6):
Council resolved not to comment on the following planning applications:

Application No.: MO/2025/02679 LINK
Location: THE BUILDERS YARD CHURCH STREET BETCHWORTH RH3 7DN 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 RE-CONSULTATION ON CURRENT APPLICATION
SITE: Horse Hill Well Site, Horse Hill, Hookwood, Horley, Surrey RH6 0HN

Planning Ref: MO/2026/00848
Location: PARKLAND LODGE 8 OAKLEY GARDENS BETCHWORTH RH3 7AZ

Planning Ref: MO/2026/00878
Location: APRIL COTTAGE STATION ROAD BETCHWORTH RH3 7DF

Planning Ref: MO/2026/00914
Location: FRYLEIGH SNOWERHILL ROAD BETCHWORTH RH3 7AF

Planning Ref: MO/2026/00909
Location: PEBBLECOMBE LEA PEBBLE HILL ROAD BETCHWORTH RH3 7BP

Blank line
Blank line



Decisions (5)

Council acknowledged the following Decisions:

Planning Ref: MO/2026/00529
Location: HIGHVELD PEBBLE HILL ROAD BETCHWORTH RH3 7BP

Planning Ref: MO/2026/00606
Location: HEATHLANDS OLD ROAD BUCKLAND RH3 7DU

Planning Ref: MO/2026/00541
Location: WILLOW COTTAGE PEBBLE HILL ROAD BETCHWORTH RH3 7BP

Application No.: MO/2025/0443 
Location: Great Oaks, Snowerhill Road, Betchworth, Surrey, RH3 7AQ 

Planning Ref: MO/2026/00878
Location: APRIL COTTAGE STATION ROAD BETCHWORTH RH3 7DF

Appeals (1): 
Council acknowledged the following appeal and resolved to comment:

Application Number: MO/2026/00515
Location: HIGHRIDGE BROCKHAMHURST ROAD BETCHWORTH RH3 7AP
Cllr Higgins took an action to write feedback that the building is too large for bee purposes.


Planning Other (2)

Scooter Park
Cllr Budd provided an update on the pre planning consultation and confirmed that he was arranging a meeting with Betchworth Estate. 
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	9. AMENITIES 
· Council noted that the play equipment was checked.
· Council noted that defibrillators were checked.

Burial Ground
· Council noted that the Burial Group had approved a permit for Plot 12Y, 818, 455
· Council resolved to approve Burial Ground policy update v10

Tranquil Wood 
· Cllr Winter provided an update that the working group is continuing its due diligence on the Tranquil Wood initiative and Clerk shared a copy of the Title Plan for the Tranquil Woods with Council. 
· Council advised that the working group should take a priority based approach to delivery of the due diligence tasks. 
· Blank line.
· Council resolved to approve the working group Terms of Reference and the members of the working group.
· Clerk took an action to circulate to Councillors the Tranquil Woods Objectives document shared in the meeting.

Refuse Collection
· Cllr Budd and Cllr Keay provided an update on the MVDC refuse collection service that updates are provided daily on the MVDC website and that new vehicles are being hired to replace broken vehicles.

Village Plan
· Council resolved to progress research into writing a village plan including housing. 
· Clerk took an action to contact other local villages to gather advice and feedback including Westcott. 
· Cllr Keay took an action to share contact details for MVDC planning team.

ReBetchworth Update
· Clerk provided an update on the reBetchworth trail. Council resolved to approve the placement of QR codes adjacent to the trail, with the landowners permission. 
· Clerk took an action to display the trail poster in the Council noticeboards.

District Cllrs left the meeting
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	10. COMMUNITY & COMMUNICATIONS
Council agreed articles for the Parish News:
· Community involvement within Betchworth 

The Clerk took an action to draft and submit an article.
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	11. CLERKS UPDATE
Council thanked Julie Vear for her dedicated contribution to the Parish Council and wished her well with her new ventures. 
There were no questions or comments on the clerk’s report which can be located under supporting files on the website.
The ongoing action log was reviewed and updated.
Cllr Winter took an action to confirm how many litter pickers were required to be purchased ready for the next village litterpick.
Clerk took an action to raise with Surrey Highways for marking to be painted onto the road opposite the entrance to the Walled Garden, as it is a school entrance, and by the school delivery entrance. 
Cllr Keay took an action to share a list of suppliers which MVDC recently used to install some railings.
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	12. FINANCE & GOVERNANCE
Council acknowledged the financial and budget sheets shared as part of the meeting pack. 

Council resolved to acknowledge the following amounts received:






	Bank Interest
	£48.48

	Burial Ground Income
	£1,000

	Allotments
	£0



Council resolved to approve the following for payment in July:

	
	
	
	

	IB00858
	Clerks Expenses
	£
	551.17

	IB00859
	Hamilton Room 
	£
	25.00

	IB00860
	Style a Tree
	£
	3,600.00

	IB00861
	Mulberry Training
	£
	240.00

	IB00862
	Microsoft 365
	£
	84.99

	IB00863
	Chris the Gardener
	£
	1,105.00

	IB00864
	Regenerative Forestry
	£
	120.00

	IB00866
	Mulberry Training
	£
	54.00

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Council resolved to acknowledge the following scheduled payments for June:

	HMRC – NI & Tax Mth 6
	£
	639.16

	Clerks Salary Mth 6
	£
	1666.08

	Clerks Pension Mth 6
	£
	77.86

	Clerks Mobile
	£
	8.00

	Josh Flynn Services
	£
	856.50

	
	
	


Council acknowledged update from the Finance working group that no changes to the financial regs were required following the appointment of Katie Leak as Clerk & RFO and the spending limits were considered appropriate. 

Council declined Grant request from Betchworth Church due to the request falling outside of the deadline, the heating system being in working condition currently and having recently provided the group an access grant within the past year.  

Clerk took an action to update the Council on the spend to date position in the next meeting.

Clerk took an action to discuss bulb location with Parishioner.
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	13.URGENT MATTERS AT THE DISCRETION OF THE CHAIRMAN FOR NOTING AND FOR INCLUSION ON A FURTHER AGENDA
No urgent matters were noted for discretion of the chair
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	14.MEETING DATES to acknowledge and note
Council resolved to acknowledge the following:
Full Council Meeting Dates 2026/27

2026
Monday Aug 10th
Monday Sept 14th
Monday Oct 12th
Monday Nov 9th
Monday Dec 14th
2027
Monday Jan 11th 
Monday Feb 8th
Monday Mar 8th
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	MEETING CLOSED AT 21.55
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